
 

 

2020-05-01                       MAGNETISM 

Good day Grade 7's.        
 

We're starting with a new topic from this month. The topic of Magnetism.        
I'm sure that many of you have seen, or used magnets before. It has many purposes. 
But, do you know where they come from, or how they're made? What do you know 
of electro-magnetism?  
 
These are all concepts that we will be discussing throughout the coming week. It's an 

interesting topic indeed.            
 
Firstly, let's have a look at a few products that make use of magnetism. 
 
        
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 



 

 

What is MAGNETISM? 

 

Some people use fridge magnets to keep notes or lists on the fridge's door. You even 

get magnets in the shape of words or letters that you can put on a fridge door to play 

with. The magnets make the letters stick to the metal of the fridge door.        

 

Can you think of other ways in which magnets can help us in our daily lives?          

 

In this chapter, you will learn about different types of magnets and how we use them 

in everyday life.           

 

Magnetism is a force that can attract (bring closer) or repel (push away) objects that 

have a magnetic material like iron inside them. 

 

Thousands of years ago, humans discovered that a certain type of rock could attract 

iron. This rock was called lodestone. People believed that it had magical powers! 

Pieces of lodestone would also push or pull other pieces of lodestone.                             

 

                 The ability to attract iron is called magnetism. 

 

      We now know that lodestone contains a material called MAGNETITE, which is a 

kind of iron oxide. Iron oxides are chemical compounds of iron and oxygen. 

“Lodestone” is a natural magnet.                      REMEMBER!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

     This is an example of lodestone. 



 

 

All magnets are able to attract other magnets or magnetic objects. Magnetic objects 

consist of iron or some other metals.                   

 

Experiment with a magnet to pick up paperclips. You will notice that if you hold the 

magnet far away, nothing happens. If you move the magnet closer to the paperclips, 

the paperclips will suddenly stick to the magnet.             Nice!! 

 

What is it about a magnet that attracts these particular objects? 

        The Magnetite within lodestone, allow it to attract objects that have iron in them.  

 

Does a magnet have to touch a magnetic object to attract it? 

Not at all. The object must have iron in it, and be close to the magnet. Depending on 

the size and strength of the magnet, it will either push or pull the object closer to it. 

            WOW!!! 

 

 


