
Read the following folktale and answer the questions that follow.  

WHY DO HIPPOS LIVE IN WATER? 

A very long time ago in Africa, when all the animals lived together in the bush with the 

Creator, it was very hot and the sun baked the earth every day.  

All the animals had strong skins to protect them against the sun: fur, feathers or scales. 

Hippo's skin was not that strong.  As he grew bigger, his skin stretched and became 

thinner. When he became an adult, his skin was so thin that it was easily burned by the 

sun.  Every day Hippo suffered. His skin dried and cracked, causing him a lot of pain 

and discomfort.  

One day when Hippo could not endure it anymore, he went to the Creator and asked, 

"Please, may I live in the river?"  The Creator looked with kindness at Hippo and said, 

"Yes my friend, you may, but as with all things, you must first ask permission from the 

river animals."  

Hippo asked the river animals, Fish Eagle, Crocodile and Otter, "Please may I come 

and live in the river with you. Look at my thin skin! It is cracked and very painful. The 

cool water will bring great comfort to me."  

The river animals were a bit selfish and also worried. After thinking about it for a short 

time, they said to Hippo, “No, we cannot allow this! Look at you! You are so big and will 

eat all the fish in the river. There will be no more food for us."  

Hippo said to the river animals, "You do not have to worry, as I do not eat fish. I will only 

eat the grass and river plants."   

The river animals were very doubtful and did not believe this, so Hippo told them, "I 

promise to open my mouth wide every day, so that you all can see there are no fish 

bones or scales in my mouth. I will spread my dung with my tail, so that you can see 

there are no bones."  

This convinced the river animals. From that day, the river animals allowed Hippo to live 

in the river, and Hippo would always open his mouth wide and spread his dung with his 

tail.                                               



1. Which river animals did Hippo talk to?     

2. What is the idea of the story? 

3. Why did Hippo ask to live in the river? 

4. How did the other river animals feel about Hippo living with them?   

5. In the story the word “selfish” (line 16) means that the river animals …      

6. What is the story about?  

7. Why could Hippo live in peace with the other river animals?   

8. According to the story why do hippos always have their mouths wide open?  

 9. Why was Hippo’s skin thinner than the skins of other animals?   

10. What caused Hippo’s pain? Hippo’s pain was caused by the …     

11. Give a synonym for the word “cracked” (refer to line 14).   

12. What would have happened to Hippo if he were not allowed to live in the river?  

13. What did Hippo have to promise the river animals, before he was given permission 

to live in the river? 


